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Arrange Parking for the Moving Day

Moving day in London can quickly turn stressful if parking isn’t sorted in advance. Limited space, strict
rules, and parking fines are common in busy city areas. This guide covers everything you need to know to
ensure a smooth, fine-free moving experience.

https://www.london-man-van.com/parking-permit/


Do I need to arrange parking for my moving van?

Yes, arranging parking is essential for your moving van in London. Without a dedicated space, your movers
may face delays, fines, or even be forced to park far from your property.

Secure parking makes loading and unloading faster and safer, especially in restricted zones. Check local
regulations and apply for parking permits early.

How far in advance should I arrange parking for moving day?

Arrange your parking permit at least 5–10 working days before your move. Each London borough has its
own processing time for applications, so check your local council’s guidelines.

Central London: Apply at least 7–10 days ahead
Outer boroughs: 3–5 days may be enough
Red Routes: May require up to 10 working days

Who is responsible for arranging parking when moving?

The customer is usually responsible for arranging parking. However, some removal companies can help with
this process for an additional fee or as part of a full-service package.

Confirm with your moving company if they offer assistance. Otherwise, contact your local council to handle
it yourself.

How do I get a parking permit for a removal van?

3Parking permits are issued by local councils in London. You’ll need to visit your borough’s website, fill in
an application form, and pay a fee (typically £30–£70).

Locate your borough’s parking permit portal
Select “Suspension for removal van” or similar option
Submit required documents and payment

What if there is no legal parking space near my home?

If no legal space is nearby, you must arrange a parking suspension or seek permission to use restricted areas.
Learn more in our Arrange Parking for the Moving Day guide.

Other tips:

https://www.london-man-van.com/parking-permit/
https://www.london-man-van.com/blog/id/Arrange-Parking-for-the-Moving-Day/


Speak with neighbours to temporarily clear space
Use cones or signs (with council approval)
Consider booking from a nearby car park

Can I reserve a parking space myself without a permit?

No, reserving public parking without a permit is illegal in London. You must apply for an official suspension
or permit to avoid fines.

Using cones, bins, or signs to block space without permission can result in penalties. Always go through the
proper legal channels.

What happens if the moving van gets a parking ticket?

If the van is ticketed, you may be liable if you failed to arrange legal parking. Removal companies may not
cover fines unless agreed in writing.

To avoid tickets:

Use official permits
Double-check parking signage
Keep permits visible inside the vehicle

Understanding Parking Types in London

Designated Parking Bays

Look for a white ‘P’ on a blue background. Always check the signs for:

Time restrictions
Blue Badge spaces (only for valid badge holders)
Free or pay-by-phone rules

Red Route Parking Bays

Red routes are managed by Transport for London (TfL) and often have stricter rules.

Check signage for time-limited use
Some allow loading or Blue Badge parking only
Red dotted bays = conditional use



Yellow Lines & Loading Restrictions

Loading/unloading is allowed on yellow lines with no kerb markings, typically:

Mon–Fri: 7am–7pm
Sat: 7am–11am

If there are double kerb markings, loading is not allowed. Single markings allow restricted loading—check
the nearest time plate.

Restrictions and Parking Fines

Common parking offences during a move include:

Parking on red lines or zig-zags
Using a Blue Badge bay without a badge
Blocking pedestrian crossings or footpaths

Penalty Charge Notices (PCNs) range from £80 to £130, depending on the borough. You can usually pay
online within 14 days for a discount.

Loading and Unloading Tips

Loading/unloading of household goods is allowed for:

Up to 20–40 minutes (location dependent)
Only on approved yellow lines or loading bays

Not permitted in:

Suspended bays
Disabled spaces (unless qualified)
Red lines or footpaths

Tip: If your move needs longer loading time, apply for a temporary dispensation permit in advance.



Conclusion

Arranging parking for your move in London is not optional—it’s essential. From permits to signage,
knowing the rules can save time, stress, and money. Always check with your local borough council and plan
at least a week ahead to avoid fines or delays on moving day.

Need Help with Your Move?

Let the experts at h3London Man Van handle the logistics. We offer reliable removals London, and we’ll
help you sort out parking permits too. Book your move online today or 020 7060 4743 for a free quote.

https://www.london-man-van.com/removals/
https://www.london-man-van.com/booking/
tel:02070604743

